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THE TAPE DECK 


Continued from page 141 


music. The recordings themselves are 
generally clean, bright, and light, and 
the tape processing is first-rate. But, 
over-all, the effect is numbing—a con- 
sequence possibly desirable in jet air 
travel but scarcely so in home listening. 
(Apparently there are other Astrovision 
pop programs coming along: the slow- 
speed reels W 9 and W 10 representing 
Mercury/Philips/Smash and Twentieth 
Century-Fox respectively. 


“Heritage.” 
Singers. 
$7.95. 

Although this program of “American 

Ballads and Songs, 1750-1840” is con- 

siderably more ambitious than that of 

the De Cormier group’s first tape release 

(June 1964), it confirms my favorable 

earlier impressions of the ensemble’s 

rhythmic precision and clarity of enunci- 
ation—even if, in the present case, the 
latter doesn’t entirely justify the lack 
of a text leaflet, especially for the three 

William Billings classics: the relatively 

familiar Chester, poignant David’s Lam- 

entation Assurance, and amusing Modern 

Music. The date limitations haven’t pre- 

vented the inclusion of Oscar Brand’s 

fine When I First Came to This Land 

and perhaps some other ringers (I’m 

inclined to doubt the historical authen- 

ticity of Betty Saro). But besides the 

Billings items and the inevitable Yankee 

Doodle, there are such appropriate others 

as Mad Anthony Wayne, The White 

Horses, Johnny Has Gone for a Soldier, 

In the Good Old Colony Days, etc.—all 

of which are simply yet imaginatively 

arranged as well as excellently _per- 


Robert De Cormier Folk 
Command C 884, 34 min., 


formed, often in markedly antiphonal 
style, by a double chorus with light (and 
sometimes no) instrumental accompani- 
ment, 


“Jug Band Music.” Jim Kweskin and the 
Jug Band. Vanguard VTC 1702, 43 
min., $7.95. 

It’s been a good many years since I’ve 
heard any authentic documentations of 
old-time jug bands from the back coun- 
try, and in any case I don’t pretend to 
any expertise on the subject. Moreover, 
I hesitate to quarrel with the Newport 
Festival and other audiences which have 
acclaimed the Kweskin Band in live per- 
formances. Just the same, my ears tell 
me that what I hear here is a pale and 
thin imitation of the distinctive sonics of 
which a true jug band is capable. 


“Flora, the Red Menace.” Original 
Broadway Cast Recording, Hal Hast- 
ings, cond. RCA Victor FTO 5036, 
47 min., $8.95. 

“Half a Sixpence.” Original Broadway 
Cast Recording, Stanley Lebowsky, 
cond. RCA Victor FTO 5035, 38 
min., $8.95. 

The prime attractions of these reels are 

their brand-new stars, Liza Minnelli, 

daughter of Judy Garland but with a 

personality all her own, and Tommy 


Steele, British onetime rock roller 
reformed into a highly versatile and en- 
gaging song-and-dance man. Flora is 


rather lightweight, but if vou’re in the 
mood for a disarming combination of 
mild nostalgia and mild comedy you'll 
probably relish, in addition to Miss 
Minnelli’s contributions, the amusing evo- 
cations of the Thirties by Mary Louise 
Wilson (in The Flame and Knock, 


Continued on page 144 





New from Acoustech 
The Add-A-Kit 
Amplifier 





An excitingly different way 
to build a solid state 
amplifying system 





First — Build the Acoustech XI 





In less than four hours, a stereo power am- 
plifier kit with 35 watts, equivalent RMS 
power per channel at less than 4% IM— 
PC boards, pre-wired and tested — all parts 
in bags mounted on KitKloth in order of 
use — works well with any good preamplifier, 
tube or transistor, only $129.50. 


Second — Add the preamp module 





anytime you want, the preamplifier fits right 
into the same chassis — inaudible hum and 
noise — amazing transient response — all the 
features you need —only $89.50, complete 
with gold anodized panel. 


World-famous, “State of the Art’ Acoustech 
amplifying system can now be yours at mod- 
erate cost. See your dealer, or mail coupon 
below for full details. 
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Dept. H12. 139 Main Street 


ACOUSTECH, INC. 
Div. of Koss/Rek-O-Kut 


Cambridge, Mass. 02142 
FREE Newly revised, edition 





Please send free booklet ‘‘Why Solid State Ampli- 
fiers Can Sound Better’’ and full information on 
Acoustech solid state kits to 


Name 





Address 
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